
     Growing up in rural Maine, I 
was an avid outdoorsman. I 
could leave my house and know-
ing the landowners, I was wel-
comed to cross their property. 
As you know, areas once very 
rural are becoming suburban. 
Society has changed and today s 
outdoor enthusiasts must realize 
that if they wish to continue their 
favorite outdoor activities, they 
too, must change. 
     Granted, some changes are 
for the better. Today s outdoor 
recreationalist has more access to 
information about laws, wildlife 
habitat management, hunting 
and fishing methods and an array 
of new technology, then ever 
before. While most Maine people 
do not oppose traditional out-
door activities, they are con-
cerned about the impact certain 
activities could have on their 
property or the environmental 
effects associated with these 
activities.      

In today s world, these types 
of changes may mean that out-
door enthusiasts must change 
with the times in order to con-
tinue to maintain local commu-
nity support for the privilege of 
traditional land use. Each and 
every one of us needs to cultivate 
support in our community to 
sustain and retain outdoor rec-
reational activity.  As a Maine 
Game Warden, I am very fortu-
nate to have a strong, supportive 
fish and game oriented commu-
nity. During the past few years I 
have involved myself in a Com-
munity  
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Maine s Youth Fish and Game Associa-
tion is building and maintaining  duck boxes 
for Sunkhaze Meadows Wildlife Refuge.    

In an effort to further collabora-
tion between the two groups, 
some of the youth from MY-
FGA have learned about and 
built duck boxes that have been 
placed on the refuge.    

MYFGA acquired the necessary 
permits and is responsible to 
maintain the duck boxes and 
collect data. This is an opportu-
nity for area youth to learn more 
about the refuge and conserva-
tion practices.  John Meister, 
who has a wildlife management 
degree is the master guide for the 
project.  John is employed by the 
refuge, is also a board member of 
the youth club.   

In preparation for the event, John, David Georgia, Bryan and Pam Wells surveyed and GPS d the 
duck boxes on the refuge which now total forty two. Currently duck boxes within the refuge are 
on Baker Brook, Johnson Brook, Buzzy Brook, Dudley Brook, Little Birch Stream, Big Birch 
Stream, and Sunkhaze Stream. Data will be collected every year from each box .   

Wood ducks, Hooded Mergansers, Bufflehead and Goldeneyes require special nesting habitat 
They are cavity-nesters. This means that they construct their nests in hollow trees. This differenti-
ates them from most other waterfowl.  Other ducks and geese are ground nesters.  Cavity trees 
are usually not abundant; nest boxes provides supplemental habitat.  We 
hope that the boxes will entice wood ducks to nest in the refuge.    
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     Remember Eric Venturini, sum-
mer intern of several years ago?  
Well, Eric has given us an update on 
his studies and whereabouts.        

I was able to get a job as a re-
search technician on board a vessel 
operated by NOAA through the Uni-
versity of Alaska Fairbanks.  It looks 
like I'll be doing work in order to 
determine the behavioral interactions 
between wild and hatchery reared 
chum salmon. The work involves 
sampling of chum salmon using com-
mercial fishing methods such as hand trolling.  I'll be on the 
water for 4 days a week in the Taku inlet up here in Southeast 
Alaska.  I'm extremely exited about it!  Thanks for all your help! 
Have a great summer, Eric

 

     Congratulations Eric.  It sounds like your hard work 
has paid off. 
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Policing 
project 

that is supported by the De-
partment of Inland Fisheries 
and Wildlife .       

Maine s Youth Fish and 
Game Association has flour-
ished and offers a potentially 
immeasurable educational op-
portunity. The association s 
board of directors are commit-
ted to our community by en-
hancing our most precious and 
valuable renewable resources, 
our youth and our wildlife.   
     Further, we resolve to encourage our youth to use the 
knowledge we guide them toward, to foster respect for them-
selves, their neighbors and families, the environment and all we 
derive from it.        

My district is also privileged to encompass one of Maines 
irreplaceable treasures, Sunkhaze Meadows National Wildlife 
Refuge. Although the refuge permits traditional activities, in-
cluding hunting and trapping, there is a fallacy amongst the 
sporting public that the refuge is for tree huggers only.  
    As an active member of the community, I decided to join 
The Friends of Sunkhaze . I saw a unique opportunity to 

foster a positive relationship between consumptive users and 
non-consumptive users through education and participation. 
The two groups have worked hand in hand to corroborate goals 
valuable to both groups.  
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Friends board members; Bryan and Pam Wells have estab-

lished a photography project. The Friends voted to enhance 
their project by obtaining some remote sensing cameras. The 
main objective of this endeavor is to document wildlife on or in 
close proximity to the refuge and develop an interactive CD 
that can be used as a teaching aid in Maine schools.       

Maine s Youth Fish and Game Association s members 
have already contributed with building, placing, and will docu-
ment nesting box activities for the Adopt a Duck Box Project 
within the refuge and hopefully will be asked to assist in future 
projects. All permits necessary were acquired from the refuge.    
     Recently Bryan Wells encountered a hunter on his property 
at the camera site.   This hunter asked if he could hunt coyotes 
over the bait pile. Bryan Wells advised this hunter of the pho-
tography project and politely denied permission to hunt there 
for obvious reasons detrimental to his study.   
     The coyote hunter could only see one side of the issue, his 
side. It is this backwoods mentality that continues to divide 
Maine and its traditions. Since this encounter, I have had 
lengthy conversations with the Wells and know that they them-
selves are not hunters; however they do understand Maines rich 
traditions and do not wish to alienate the sportsman. For this, I 
thank them. The Wells have, and will continue to allow outdoor 
recreational activities, including hunting on their property. They 
have communicated that they do not wish to post their land.              

Understanding the change is imperative for both the con-
sumptive and nonconsumptive user.   All Maine citizens own 
the wildlife. It appears that the licensed outdoorsman, purchas-
ing fishing, hunting or trapping licenses to take their share, is 
now a minority. The majority prefers their share alive. The deli-
cate balance between these two groups rests with solving an 
equitable sharing of the resource and the use of private land for 
outdoor pursuits.      

Warden Dave Georgia 


