
We had a great annual meeting this year.  It was held at the Mayhew Cabin on the Refuge.  We had a good turnout with 
some new folks joining in the meeting and enjoying the BBQ after.   The new officers of the Board of Directors are as follows:

The coming year is going to present some unique challenges for all of us.  While there has been no definite date set we 
will, in all likelihood, be without a resident Refuge Manager  by this coming spring.  What this means above all else is that the 
members of the Friends of Sunkhaze Meadows NWR 
are going to be more important that ever!!
We will have to pick up a lot of the work now being 
done by Mr. Comish.

Some of the tasks are mundane but essential.  
Trash pick-up on the The County and Studmill Roads is 
imperative!  This includes the parking lots for the Ash 
Landing, Carter Meadows and Johnson Brook trails.

We have trail informational signs that need to 
be replaced and trails that need maintenance work.

So, I guess what I’m asking is for anyone that 
can spare some time to contact me and we will set you 

to work!!  
Some of 
the work 
can be 
done by 
just an 
individ-
ual and some will need a group of us to get out and clear and mark trails.

For those individuals who do not have the extra time to donate, a mone-
tary donation would be wonderful also.  We need to publish new brochures with 
our mailing address. We need to replace the information sign at the boat launch on 
the Main Road in Milford.

We need a new waterfowl sign placed on the Ash Landing boardwalk.
There is much more to be done, but I will try not to overwhelm you with 

my first message!
While we are going to face challenges in the coming year, I think that as a 

group we can come together and build a better and stronger Friends group.  We 
will focus on getting more of you out to the refuge on hikes and canoe trips.  
We can make a difference in our little corner of the world.  Join us!  
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Message from the new President, Jan Beckett

Visit the Friends online at http://www.sunkhaze.org 

Friends enjoying the annual potluck at the Mayhew Cabin.

President:  Jan Beckett - Phone: 827-0227; Email: riverladyjan@yahoo.com
Vice President:  Dave Ziemer
Secretary:  Jane Fairchild (graciously agreeing to continue in this job)
Treasurer:  Rod Johnson



Upon my arrival at Sunkhaze Meadows National Wildlife Refuge in 1998, former 
refuge manager Mark Sweeny gave me the assignment to revive the dormant organization 
called the Friends of Sunkhaze Meadows NWR.  With the help of several volunteers, a 
logo was created, the organization acquired tax-free status with the IRS and the State of 
Maine, and Friends members were found.  Today, the Friends of Sunkhaze Meadows has 
approximately 170 members and the Friends Board has completely taken over the opera-
tion of the Friends group.  This growth has been accomplished because of the interest and 
dedication of many people.  Thanks to all who have played a role in this.

During the past nine years, as the Friends group has flourished, the budget for the 
National Wildlife Refuge System has been nearly flat.  Many refuges have lost employ-
ees and funding to make up for budgetary shortfalls, including Sunkhaze Meadows.  I am 

the last full-time employee of a ref-
uge that once had a manager, an assistant manager, a public use specialist, 
and an office assistant.  With the help of Friends members and other volun-
teers, I have managed to minimally protect and manage the ten areas I am 
responsible for.  This has not been an easy job and it has seemed like a los-
ing battle at times.  During this period, the refuge increased in size by 1,445 
acres, to approximately 11,500 acres.  All of the new acreage has been 
posted, as have all seven of the conservation easements.

A plan to eliminate all staffing for Sunkhaze Meadows NWR/
Carlton Pond WPA has been “on the table” since April, 2006.  In late Au-
gust, 2007, the Fish and Wildlife Service received approval to make it eas-
ier to implement this plan by offering early retirement to the 69 employees 
affected by the downsizing plan in the Northeast Region.  I have applied for 
early retirement consideration, and if approved, will regretfully conclude 
my service as refuge manager on January 31, 2008.  Thus, this will be my 
last “Refuge Manager’s Column” in Streamside.

The new year will bring a new face to the refuge.  Maine Coastal 
Islands Refuge Biologist Michael Langlois has been designated to keep an 
eye on Sunkhaze Meadows and Carlton Pond on a part-time basis from his 

office in Rockport, Maine.  This will only be possible if Friends 
members can assist in patrolling the refuge and in keeping up 
refuge facilities.  I have already volunteered to keep up refuge 
and easement boundaries, so you may see me around the refuge 
once in a while.  What will you do?

Friends members will be able to contact Michael at 
(207) 236-6970, extension 11, or by email at
Michael_Langlois@fws.gov.   

Farewell and thanks for the memories.
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From The Refuge Manager

Refuge Manager, Tom Comish

New Members:
Jamie Gordon Heaven and DeWayne Lane
Faith Griffith Tim and Sue Marsh 
Susan Brooks Donald and Jackie Coffin
Rod Johnson Joe and Jennifer Brown
Kerry and Heidi Fifer

Renewing Members:
Betty Hayes Donna Hanna-Culvert
Libby Norton Frank and Arlene Wolff  
Danielle D'Auria and Lee Kantar

Welcome New and Renewing Members

Maine Coastal Islands employee Mao Linn and 
Refuge Manager, Tom Comish, standing next to 
the final boundary sign that marks the new 219-
acre tract acquired from Mark Curtis in July.
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Hello,  The Friends 
group could use some 
help with updating our 
website.  If anyone out 
there has some exper-
tise in this area please 
contact us.  We want to 
create a more organized 
site.  Clean it up a little! 

Can you help us?  Con-
tact Jan at: 

riverladyjan@yahoo.com.

Below are some ideas for exploring the Refuge in the 
future:

Oct:  Our leaf peeping hike set for October 13th

Nov:  A Johnson Brook trail hike.
Dec:  A Holiday potluck to be held at the Sales Center 

at Jan’s condo on the Bradley Road
Jan:  Snow shoe/cross country ski tour of Carter 

Meadows
Feb:  Winter wonderland hike/ski/sled

I invite any of you to suggest something that would in-
terest you.  I also am 
looking for anyone that 
has expertise in wood-
lands & bogs to volun-
teer to lead a hike/outing 
for the friends.

So these are just a few of the things I want to get going on to get more of you 
out to the refuge.  Please contact me with any ideas you may have to help our group be 
successful in protecting “our” Refuge.  It will take all of us to make up for the 
loss of our Refuge Manager, but I know we are up to the challenge.    

Ideas for Exploring the Refuge

WEBSITE EXPERT NEEDED!

“Chef” Dave Ziemer cooks up a storm at the 2007 Annual 
Potluck.  A holiday potluck is a possibility this winter. 

 Ninety Eight percent of 
funds generated by Duck 
Stamp Sales goes directly 
to purchase or lease wet-
land habitat for protection 
in the National Wildlife 
Refuge System. 

 Since 1934 more than 
$670 million dollars of 
Duck Stamp sales has 
helped protect over 5.2 million acres of habitat in the 
U.S. 

 Numerous bird, mammal, fish, reptile and amphibian 
species have benefited and rely on these wetlands for 
continued survival.

 Land purchased with Duck Stamp funds contributes to 
much of the region’s popular outdoor recreation spots, 
including top birding and hiking locations.

 Revenue generated by sales of the Junior Duck Stamp 
funds environmental education programs in all 50 
states.

2007-08 Federal Duck 
Stamp by Richard Clifton 
of Delaware.

Reasons for YOU to Buy a Duck Stamp!

You can make your voice heard by utilizing the Ref-
uge Action Network (RAN), a free, fast and easy way to re-
spond to important national wildlife refuge alerts. Using the 
RAN system, you can send an e-mail or fax (even if you don't 
own a fax machine) to your elected officials with a click or 
two of your mouse. Just visit refugenet.e-actionmax.com to 
get started.

Please visit the NWRA Web site at 
www.refugenet.org and click on "Take Action" for more 
information.

Take Action for National Wildlife Refuges



FRIENDS OF SUNKHAZE MEADOWS 
NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE
P.O. Box 450
Milford, Maine 04461


  This is your Last Issue (if box is checked)

Annual Membership, Renewal, or Change of Address Form
Is your annual membership due?  Unsure?  Check your mailing label and use this handy form to renew today.

Please Print ClearlyDate:________________________

Name:_______________________________________________  Phone:_______________________

Address:___________________________________________________________________________

City:________________________________________  State:______________  Zip:______________

Email:__________________________________________________

                   Membership contributions are tax deductible to the extent provided by law.

Make checks payable to:  Friends of Sunkhaze Meadows NWR
                                           P.O. Box 450
                                           Milford, ME 04461

Next Board Meeting:
The second Wednesday
of each month at 7pm.

New Meeting Location:
Sales Center at River Village 

Condos in Milford. From Rte 2, 
go 0.7 mi. south on Bradley Road 
(Rte 178) to River Village Dr. on 

the right side.  See our website 
for a map & detailed directions. 

ALL ARE WELCOME!

Check One:�‘ $10 Student/Senior  �‘��$25 Individual  �‘��$35 Family  �‘��$50 Supporting

                      �‘��$100 Sponsoring     �‘��$250 Patron       �‘��Change of Address


